
Collection Total for December 31, 2017                      
 
          Envelopes: $1238.60        
          Loose:        $21.00      
          Total:         $1259.60 
 
Weekly Amount Needed:    $1,400.00 
 

 

Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal (CSMA) 

Donated:  $3,084.00 

Goal:    $3,900.00 

Amount needed: $816.00     

 

January Bulletins:  

January Missalettes: 

 

***************************************** 

     FR. MARK’S SCHEDULE 

 

Tuesday, January 9, 5:30pm, 
Reconciliation at St. Joseph-Stringtown 
6:00pm, Mass with anointing of the sick at 
St. Joseph-Stringtown 
7:00pm, Pastoral Council at St. Joseph-
Stringtown 
Wednesday, January 10, 5:30pm, PSR at 
St. Joseph-Stringtown 
Sunday, January 14, 6:30pm, Euchre 
Tournament at Holy Cross-Wendelin 
Monday, January 15, Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day—OFFICE CLOSED 
9:00am, Confirmation Retreat at St. Joseph-
Stringtown 
7:00pm, Board of Education at St. Joseph-
Olney 
Tuesday, January 16, 5:30pm, 
Reconciliation at Holy Cross-Wendelin 
6:00pm, Mass with anointing of the sick at 
Holy Cross-Wendelin 
7:00pm, Pastoral Council at Holy Cross-
Wendelin 

 

  *Contributions to the Parish* 
 
If you are attending Sunday Mass in any of our three 
partnership churches: St. Joseph-Olney, St. Joseph-
Stringtown, Holy Cross-Wendelin, please use your 
contribution envelope. Your contribution will be 
deposited and your contribution will be credited to 
the parish stated on the envelope. 

 

    *Tri-Parish Mass Schedule* 
 

Saturday, 4:30pm, St. Joseph Olney 

Saturday, 6:30pm, St. Joseph Stringtown 

Sunday, 8:00am, St. Joseph Olney 

Sunday, 10:00am, Holy Cross Wendelin 

 
 

THE WEEKDAY MASS will be cancelled on 
those days that the Richland County Schools 
are closed due to snow and/or ice. The mass 
intention will be transferred to the next 
available day. 

THANK YOU: The Family of Brenda Kocher 

would like to thank everyone for the prayers, 

kind words, call, cards, flowers, gifts, memories 

shared, and food during her illness and at the 

time of her death. A special Thank you to Fr. 

Mark for the words of comfort and for 

celebrating the mass. Also Thank you to the 

Parish members who brought food, prepared and 

served the meal. Everything was Greatly 

appreciated-----THANK YOU! 

                 PARISH NEWS 

Missalettes and Bulletins –  May be 
sponsored anytime for the 2018 calendar 
year. We have several months available.                                  
Mass Intentions - Are now being 
scheduled until June 1st 2018. 

HOSPITAL VISITS, please contact the parish 
office when a family member is admitted to  
Carle/RMH Hospital. The hospital does not have a 
list available with the daily census of patients,  

Ev5745en if you check Catholic on your admission 
form. Once admitted, you can always have the floor  
nurse call requesting a visit.  

 

 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC SCHOOL-OLNEY  

Is a proud participant in the @Empower Illinois 
scholarship granting organization that provides private 
school scholarships to qualifying students in Illinois? If 
you choose to donate, you have the option to direct your 
contribution to St. Joseph Catholic School-Olney which 
will increase the likelihood that a St. Joseph Catholic 
School-Olney student will be the recipient of a 
scholarship. Learn more about donating to the tax credit 
scholarship program by visiting 
https://empowerillinois.org/ 
 The Illinois Tax Credit Scholarship Program is live. 
You can reserve your tax credit with the Illinois 
Department of Revenue. We appreciate your generosity 
and support. 

Before you can reserve your tax credit, you’ll 
need to activate your mytax.illinois.govaccount. Learn 
more about how to activate your account at 
ww.empowerillinois.org/donors/register 

How to Reserve Your Tax Credit and Make 
Your Donation: 

1. Visit the Illinois Department of Revenue to 
reserve your tax credit. Make sure to select 
EMPOWER ILLINOIS as your SGO 

2. The Illinois Department of Revenue will email 
your Contribution Authorization Certificate 
(CAC) within 3 days of approval of your 
application. 

3. Once you have your certificate, return to 
Empower Illinois Donation page to make your 
donation. When reserving your tax credit, be 
sure your certificate lists the donation amount 
(not the tax credit amount). 

 

Journey Onward Ye Sojourners - J.O.Y.S. –With 

Love from Caroline Trimble Pastoral Associate  

Happy New Year and A Joyous Epiphany Sunday to 
you! 

The Three Magi have arrived to adore the long-
foretold Messiah. They followed the Star to the 
Christ child-what or who are you following this New 

Year? They brought gifts to honor and symbolize the 
King of Kings-the God-man. Their gifts were gold 
for a King, incense for God, and myrrh used to 
anoint the dead. What gifts have you brought to 
Jesus this day? What gifts are you offering to Jesus 
this year?  Journey onward this New Year following 
the Light of the World!  

Keep to the J.O.Y.S.  

      St. Joseph-Olney School:         

St. Joseph School Art Auction - February 10th - 
Olde Tyme Steakhaus - tickets on sale in the school 
office 

 
 

  COMMUNITY NEWS:                                     
 

Holy Cross Parish Wendelin: 
Euchre Tournaments have been set 
Location:  Holy Cross Parish Center, Wendelin 
$3.00 per person entry fee 
Free popcorn.  Water & Soda available to purchase 
Games will begin promptly on time 
Fridays Dates: 
Jan 5th; Feb 2nd; March 2nd - games begin 7pm 
Sunday Dates: 
Jan 14th; Feb 18th; March 18th - games begin 
@6:30 pm 
Public welcome to attend. 
Sponsored by Family Life of Holy Cross 

 

DCFS has the primary responsibility of protecting 
children through the investigation of suspected 
abuse or neglect by parents and other caregivers in a 
position of trust of authority over the child.      
CALL the 24-hour Child Abuse Hotline at 800-25-
ABUSE (800-252-2873 OR TTY 1-800-358-5117) 
if you suspect that a child had been harmed or is at 
risk of being harmed by abuse or neglect. If you 
believe a child is in immediate danger of harm, call 
911 first. Your confidential call will not only make 
sure the child is safe, but also help provide the 
child’s family the services they need to provide a 
safe, loving and nurturing home. 

 



 

Knights of Columbus: 

Thursday, January 11: 3rd Degree meeting, 7PM. 

Thursday, January 18: 4th degree meeting, 7:30PM. 

 

 

FROM FR. MARK: 
 

 

I have often wondered why those who followed 
the Epiphany star are called wise?  Perhaps it is because 
the Epiphany event is an encounter with holy Wisdom. 
Ponder, for a moment, this beautiful description of 
Wisdom: 

“Wisdom is a reflection of eternal light, a 
spotless mirror of the working of God, and an image of 
God’s goodness… She is more beautiful than the sun, 
and excels every constellation of the stars. Compared 
with the light she is found to be superior, for it is 
succeeded by the night but against Wisdom evil does not 
prevail.” (Wisdom 7:26, 29-30) 

Jesus was born in the light of holy Wisdom, and 
he radiated it throughout his life. The light which 
illumines God’s holy mountain, the light that bathed us 
throughout our Advent journey, is the light of Wisdom. 
The Epiphany starlight which reaches into our hearts 
today traveled thousands of years before reaching us. We 
must see that this journey of light continues. 

Just realize where you come from; this is the 
essence of wisdom.” Where we come from is the heart of 
Jesus. We are part of the Christian tradition which has 
kept the light of prophetic faith alive for over 2,000 
years. Like the disciples before us, the light that shines in 
each of us isn’t perfect. It is incomplete. At times it feels 
dim. At other times, we try to hide it. And yet, when 
joined with the light of others, we become part of a holy 
constellation, reaching out to dispel hatred, fear and 
violence. 

In today’s Scripture, Isaiah reminds us that we 
are to be bearers of this light, saying, “Arise, shine, for 
your light has come, and the glory of God has risen upon 
you.” We are to continue the journey as bearers of the 
light. We are to be spotless mirrors of the workings of 
our God, actively reflecting the light of Wisdom in our 
living and loving, in our words and actions, to our 

families and friends, to strangers and enemies, at the 
center and margins of our lives. The light we are called 
to bear is nothing less than the fire that purifies, cleanses 
and reduces injustice to ashes. For it is the fire of holy 
Wisdom, against which evil cannot prevail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SATURDAY JANUARY 6, 2018 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE FOR 

WEEK OF January 7 

 
Monday 1/08  NO MASS 

Tuesday 1/09  5:30pm Reconciliation at 

St. Joseph-Stringtown 

6:00pm Mass with anointing of the sick 

at St. Joseph-Stringtown 

Wednesday 1/10 8:05am at St. Joseph-
Olney 
Thursday 1/11  8:00am at Holy Cross-
Wendelin 
Friday 1/12  10:00am at Helia  
Saturday 1/13 6:30pm at St. Joseph-

Stringtown “For Edward Zuber” 

 

Parish Ministries 
 

This Sat. (Jan. 6
th
)             Next Sat. (Jan. 13

th
) 

Servers:Elizabeth Crites    Jaykob Zuber  
Garett Cummins                 Katey Zuber  
Jared Boehl                         Katie Crites  

Lector: 
Ethan Steber                        Kendra Kocher  

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion                            
George Boehl                       Rick Ginder  

 

Offertory: 
Rick Ginder                          Tim Crites   

Ushers: 
Harold Boehl                        George Boehl  
Jim Muhs                              Andrew Volk 
Greeters: 
Tom & Karen Zuber             Merl & Cheryl Zuber    

 

Remember in our prayers . . .                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Mary Beth Sifferlen, Kim Dallmier, Janice D. 
Zuber, Marcia(Hahn)Zanellato , Harold Zuber, Bob 
Dallmier, Emma Kocher, Mary Ann Kocher 

 

Bulletin News: Deadline Wednesday 3:00 PM 

 

St. Joseph Church 

In Stringtown Illinois 

P.O. Box 10, Dundas, IL 62425 
 

 
(GPS address:  
6342 N. Stringtown Rd, Olney, IL 62450)  

Phone: 618-754-3676 
Fax: 618-988-7099 
Email: stjoestringtown@hotmail.com                                                             

Web site: www.stjosephstringtown.com 
 

Very Rev. Mark D. Stec, V.F. Pastor 
Cell phone 618-841-7324 

Email: mstec88@msn.com 

 

Caroline Trimble Pastoral Associate 
Cell phone 618-263-7106 

Email: CtrimblePA@gmail.com 
 

Savannah Coan, Administrative Assistant 

Office phone 618-754-3676 

Email: stjoestringtown@hotmail.com 

 

Parish Office Hours: 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 


